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Firstly, well done to everyone. This year was the first 
one after the ultimate decision made by the University 
to withdraw from the Cheshire campus. We could 
have given up, but instead, everyone has persisted. 
We’ve seen student commitment like never before, 
and it’s been wonderful to see student cohorts from all 
backgrounds banding together to keep the unmatched 
campus family atmosphere going.

During the summer, The Union here at Cheshire 
worked closely with the University to carry on the work 
of my predecessor, aiding to shape a new provision for 
Cheshire. The result of this was the announcement of 
a project for the penultimate academic year at Crewe, 
titled Campus Plus. The scheme was introduced to 
enhance the student experience at the campus by 
providing activity and extra resources to make your 
university experience more gratifying and enhancing 
your academic skills. I’m sure a lot of you have made 
good use this year of the free parking, the free gym 
membership, changes to assessment regulations and 
will soon take advantage of your four free graduation 
tickets. Wednesdays were re-invented with Skills+, with 
the University offering skills workshops and wellbeing 
sessions, such as yoga, CV writing and the hugely 
successful Frontrunner programme, with 50 students 
attending the globally recognised programme. 

The most used aspect of Campus Plus has to be Project 
Cheshire. Many of you have championed the bids, 
providing the campus with more events and activity 
than ever before. Project Cheshire was launched in 
the last term of the previous academic year, with bids 
for an end of year fun day. This year there were 16 
successful bids, with events like Disco Dodgeball, 12 
Hour Netball, MMUC’s Got Talent, Man vs Food, Crewe 
Pauls Drag Race, Lip Sync and many other events 
taking place over the course of the year.

Our close-knit community has prevailed over any 
struggles we have faced. We fought for more academic 
provisions, which materialised in the form of changes 
to the assessment regulations for all students – an 
example being the Trail a Fail scheme, allowing 
students who may have just missed the benchmark 
for a pass on a unit to carry these credits over to next 
year and resit, whilst continuing their studies with their 
peers. This ensured all students would pass, progress 
and graduate together. 

Welcome Back 
Week
We kicked off Welcome Back Week with a trip to 
Alton Towers! Freshers’ Fair this year was replaced 
with taster sessions for our clubs and societies to 
recruit new members. We lacked the bright eyed and 
bushy tailed freshers, who would sign up for literally 
everything, so your job this year was much harder 
than any other. Although your numbers may not 
have grown like previous years, you have integrated 
yourselves and your members into every aspect of  
The Union and exceeded our expectations of support 
and inclusivity. Our clubs and societies also organised 
multiple events during the week to recruit new 
members. Giggle Dungeon ran their stand-up comedy 
night, a collaboration of societies saw the return of the 
Society Showcase, Basketball hosted Disco Dodgeball 
and Film Club had a cosy movie night. 

We hosted a Welcome BBQ outside The Union, which 
saw over 500 staff and students attend and provided a 
fantastic platform for the Cheshire campus community 
to come together, and of course take full advantage of 
the microbrewery.

With your influence, we made the decision this year to 
reduce our Wednesday socials to once a month. This 
wasn’t an easy decision, but ultimately has ensured we 
keep our events vibrant and worthy of your attendance. 
As a result, our monthly ILW nights are themed, with 
decorations adorning the Student Zone, and students 
coming in with creative and inventive costumes – can’t 
wait to see what happens next year!

Union Campaigns & Change 2017-2018
Every year, your elected Student Officers campaign 
on issues that matter to you. This year our campaigns 
have been about informing our student body and 
making institutional change. Your Officers have worked 
hard in front and behind the scenes, leading on 
multiple campaigns and projects throughout the year.

Student safety was a concern in Cheshire, and as a 
result we lobbied Cheshire East Council during the first 
term to replace the broken fence and add lighting to 
the alley in an effort to improve safety around campus. 
Although this is not finished, we made a small step 
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in the right direction. Around the Christmas period 
The Union worked with the University to recreate the 
Christmas Fair, and with support from Project Cheshire 
it was bigger and better than before. 

Our Activities Officers worked together to launch the 
#TakeAStand campaign in January, encouraging our 
clubs to say no to antisocial behaviour and provide an 
inclusive space on and off the pitch. 

We continued our NUS award-winning campaign, It’s 
OK. The Officers looked at tackling the stigma around 
talking about mental health and the impact staying 
silent has on men and offered information on where 
to get help. In February we brought in The Comedy 
Trust to run workshops with our self-identifying male 
student population, to encourage people to speak up 
about their mental health and the struggles they face.  
February also saw your President Hussain deliver the 
Student Leadership Conference, where student leaders 
could listen to inspirational speakers, join workshops 
and upskill themselves. We also celebrated LGBT+ 
History Month.

In March we launched The Period Project, removing 
the tax from sanitary products in our shop and offering 
free products to help students with periods from 
low-income backgrounds. We also saw the return of 
our annual, much anticipated event, Old Boys. Your 
Education Officer Luca also drove a campaign that 
required all dissertations to be online submission only, 
with the exception of some creative courses.

In April The Union completed its one-to-ones with 
all of our sports clubs, teams and societies to ensure 
new committees are formed next year and their clubs 
continue to thrive, in whatever way possible. 

So far May has been full of celebrating you and your 
achievements – from balls to awards nights like 
tonight. De-stress Week returned, aimed at tackling 
the increasing stress levels around exam season. I 
personally enjoyed the cuddly animals.

Lead Your Union elections  
With the new academic year, The Union saw new 
leadership. I was honoured to be elected as your Vice 
President Cheshire, with Andy Young by my side as 
Activities Cheshire. Hussain El-Amin took on the role 
of President; Luca Raimo remained your Education 
Officer, Owen Jones as your Activities Manchester and 
Lily Smith as Community. 

The officer roles have changed for next year, leaving 
one officer in Cheshire. The title of the role was 
debated, and it was concluded that the role would 
retain the Vice President title, so Cheshire had a deputy 
at the head of the ship, leading The Union at full 
steam. With the new title, came a new remit, and will 
see the Vice President Cheshire be 100% dedicated to 
the campus in its final year. This year’s elections saw 
my team MMU4U elected as your officer team for the 
2018/19 academic year. I’m sure you all know already, 
but I will be handing over my crown to Andy Young as 
the final ever Vice President Cheshire. I will be moving 
up to Manchester as your President, Lucy Follon is your 
new Education Officer, Andy Harmon your Wellbeing 
Officer, Anna Welsh is Societies and Development and 
Ross Sharman as Sport Officer.

As your elected Vice President, I could not be prouder 
to call this campus my home for four years – I will 
be visiting regularly to check in on everyone. I wish 
everyone the best, whether you’re graduating or 
continuing with us for another year.

Amie x
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This year community has been the driving force behind all 
societies and sports here at Cheshire. With the first ever 
collaborative sport and society events, inclusion has been a 
big theme for every club and society this year. This year you 
have completed 32 amazing student-led events. 

Societies have been keeping themselves busy with many 
different events, performances and rehearsals throughout 
the year. It has been amazing for me personally to get a 
sense of how talented you all are. Being your Officer this 
year has shown me how hard and committed our societies 
are here and I have a new-found level of respect for every 
individual involved in one.

Sports teams as usual have been training hard all year 
readying themselves for their BUCS leagues or their 
competitions outside of BUCS – with no freshers this 
year, teams have had to rely on their second and third 
year students to represent their teams. The BUCS season 
commenced on the 11 October 2017. Overall, Manchester 
Met won 253, drew 28 and lost 231. This year was a mixed 
year for us here at Cheshire. With 24 wins, 1 draw and 66 
losses the teams all fought hard for the campus throughout 
the year, and this can be seen in Cheshire’s points 
difference. Cheshire scored 1,437 points and conceded 
1,299 – when our teams won, they won big and when they 
lost, it was very close. 

Here is a little bit about what all of our amazing clubs and 
societies have been up to this year.

Archery had a rocky start to this year and were initially not 
a club. With incredible dedication from the Chair and other 
members, the club then took off and have not looked back. 
As a club, they went from initially having two members 
to consistently having a full committee and a few other 
members training week in, week out. Cheshire Archery 
is now the first club with a cross-campus committee and 
they intend to move the club to Manchester even after the 
campus closure to ensure Archery continues at Manchester 
Met for many years to come.

The Badminton Club has struggled for numbers this 
year, but have competed hard in every game they have 
played. Both men’s and women’s have fought against all 
competition this year — sometimes the team only missed 
the win by only two sets. Despite the lack of numbers and 
struggles, the team have prided themselves on the fact 
they support each other on and off the court, and in true 
Cheshire fashion have become a family unit. The team has 
taken part and been strong supporters of other clubs and 
society-led events that have happened on campus this year.

Basiks have pushed themselves more than ever this year 
performing more varied routines. At the start of the year, 
they took part in the Society Showcase and hosted their 
dance evenings, where the whole campus had the chance 
to try out new styles of dance that they might not have tried 
before. They also performed and helped organise Genesis’ 
‘Spookfest’, which involved the society choreographing 

their own piece to 
end the event on a 
high. They have been 
incredibly friendly and 
open to everyone that 
has attended. This year, 
the team was able to perform 
at the Elections Results night, 
representing Cheshire at The Union in Manchester! As 
the society plans for next year, they hope to have another 
successful year like this one, as well as trying to re-organise 
the ‘Dance-a-thon’ event.

Men’s Basketball at Cheshire have been a very visible club 
this year, both on and off the court. They hosted two charity 
fundraising events – both ‘Waterpong’ and Disco Dodgeball 
were fun and inclusive events for all to take part in. On the 
court, the team finished as the only Cheshire based team to 
win their BUCS league and be promoted, with a record of 9 
wins and 1 loss including a 113-43 thrashing of UCLAN and 
being unbeaten at home in the league – the Cheshire Sports 
Hall is now a fortress to fear for any opposition travelling 
here. With an incredible cup run on top of this, they beat 
the opposition from a league above them and eventually 
bowed out at the quarter final stage in one of the closest, 
highest scoring games of the year. The team also hopes 
to have gone unbeaten this term to finish second in their 
MABL league and enter the playoffs. They hope to enter 
next year with a spring in their step after a very successful 
season and look to go from strength to strength.

The Boxing club this year has not had as many training 
sessions as last year due to students’ workloads. However, 
when they have trained, the people who have turned 
up have put in the effort and desire required for such a 
physically demanding sport. All members have dug deep 
and shown that they want to improve. The Chair stated that 
he is ‘truly grateful’ and ‘going forward I wish everyone at 
the club all the best and hope you achieve what you are 
capable of’.

Cheerleading as usual have been perfecting their routines 
throughout the year to ensure it was competition ready. 
With the team placing and scoring stronger in their second 
competition than their first, they showed they wanted to 
improve throughout the year, eventually winning their 
second competition. They have hosted three events: 
‘Tumble-a-thon’, MMUC’s Got Talent and the always-popular 
Lip Sync Battle. As well as this, they have hosted inclusive 
training sessions for all students to give cheerleading a 
go. Throughout the year, as their name would suggest, 
they have been fantastic cheerleaders for other clubs and 
societies that have needed support. Next year they hope 
to compete in national competitions again and potentially 
perform their routines at half time of sports games or as an 
open event for all to see.

Choral Society have taken part in four events this year, the 
first being Society Showcase at the very beginning of the 
year. They also ran their own performance in conjunction 

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES REVIEW
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with the Christian Union, performing at the Christmas 
Fair and then performing again in the evening in Axis. The 
society also won MMUC’s Got Talent and performed at the 
interval of Lip Sync Battle. The society hope to host their 
own charity event next year alongside other societies, and 
they are keen to host a showcase in Manchester next year 
involving as many Manchester societies as they can. The 
group is also keen to host taster sessions to try to recruit 
new members to the society for the final year of Cheshire.

This year has been a very interesting year for the Christian 
Union. They started the year with around 20 members who 
remained from the previous year. They have also gained 
four new members, which helped to take their total to 24 – 
the highest number the society has seen in several years. 
The society took part in many different activities throughout 
the year, such as the Christmas Carol Concert, Hangover 
pack handout at Old Boys, Worship night and Coffee and 
chat with a Christian, which enabled them to grow closer. 
The CU also ran connect groups where people from all 
different backgrounds came together to discuss life and 
faith, which was able to make the society become more 
welcoming and inclusive. Next year the Christian Union 
wish to carry on the amazing engagement they have had in 
the last two years and provide a safe haven for students on 
campus from all backgrounds.

Although there have been minimal numbers involved in 
Equestrian this year, the club have tried their utmost to 
make the club still accessible for those who wanted to take 
part. They also tried different aspects of equestrian this year, 
such as polo and horse ball lessons (if you do not know 
what horse ball is look it up on YouTube – it is amazing). 
The club hopes to have more members next year, and this 
is definitely looking possible with students showing an 
interest in the sport for next year.

Film Society unfortunately did not have enough members 
to continue for the whole year, but still managed to run 
an event in Welcome Back Week at the start of the year, 
which was a huge success! The society now have members 
that have become part of other societies on campus – this 
shows how students in Cheshire are all one big family.

Men’s Football are one of two sports teams to have two 
teams in BUCS leagues this year. They have also decided 
that next year they will reduce to one team. Football had 
a mixed season this year with both teams struggling in 
BUCS. However, the club also entered the Cheshire Cup 
and had an amazing run getting to the semi-finals. The 
boys also had a few big wins in the league this year, with 
the best being a 4-0 win against Liverpool. The team have 
had some incredible standout players this year, with Ryan 
Cattermole representing MMU Cheshire in the England 
university football squad. Off the pitch, the boys hosted 
their annual Blind Date charity night, which as always was 
good fun to watch. The club as a whole have been to nearly 
every event run by another club or society and have always 
entered individuals or teams when needed. Next year the 
club hope to ensure that football at Cheshire ends in the 
best way possible and plan to win the BUCS league, ending 
the campus closure on a high.

Women’s Football have done huge amounts of work to 
integrate themselves with other teams and societies on 
campus. The girls struggled for numbers this year in their 
BUCS league but amazingly still managed to field a side for 
every game except one. With 10 players all season, the girls 
battled against teams bringing 16 players and still managed 
to win two games, the most satisfying being a 2-1 victory 
against the University of Football Business. If the girls had 
the numbers, they would be one of the toughest teams to 
beat this year. The team also entered the Cheshire 5-a-side 
competition and ended up winning, as well as entering the 
People’s FA cup and getting through to the final, which will 
be played at St. Georges Park, England’s national football 
centre. Off the pitch, the girls have taken part in many 
different student-led events and have organised a charity 
bubble football 5-a-side competition with the Netball team. 
Next year, the team is grouping together and entering the 
BUCS 11-a-side league hoping for success in the last year of 
Cheshire.

Genesis as in previous years have been the largest society 
on campus. At the start of the year they held welcome back 
sessions and then organised and performed in the Society 
Showcase. With help from Basiks, Genesis produced their 
performance of ‘Spookfest’ which took groups of students, 
staff and family members on an spooky stroll around the 
Cheshire campus with many different stories all linking into 
one. The society have also done a bake sale this year and 
a pool tournament for different charities (Break and Mind). 
The annual trip to London went ahead as usual and was 
another success. Their end of year performance was ‘The 
Servant of Two Masters’, which was a superb way to end 
the year. Next year, the society hope to perform not only in 
Cheshire but also in Manchester, as well hoping that after 
the campus closure Genesis will continue as a successful 
society in Manchester.

Giggle Dungeon have hosted three shows this year 
starting in Welcome Back Week, where they worked with 
professional comedians to produce an amazing night of 
stand-up comedy. They also performed ‘Christmas Come 
Early’ and on 10 May ‘Giggle’s Greatest Hits’ which were 
both rib ticklers for all that watched. As a society, they have 
been on tour to Amsterdam and taken part in the Comedy 
Trust event run by The Union to help men talk about 
mental health through comedy. The society believes they 
have reached their aims for this year, which was to ensure 
everyone felt comfortable and included in their sessions. 
Next year Giggle Dungeon will continue to make us laugh 
and provide support for all of us.

Hockey have been a joint team with Manchester for a 
few years now, and once again had a few members from 
Cheshire playing for the club in Manchester. The Club also 
hosted their annual Man vs Food event jointly with Netball.

MMUsical Theatre started the year as most societies did, 
performing in the Society Showcase with two group 
numbers. Throughout the year, they have taken part in a 
number of event and won Lip Sync Battle. They ran three 
events of their own as well: MMUsical Theatre Showcase, 
MMUC’s Got Talent (jointly with Cheerleading) and a bake 
sale, which raised money for their chosen charities, Autism 
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Inclusive and Macmillan. After Christmas, the society began 
working on their production of the musical The Addams 
Family. With a whole script to learn on top of all of their 
studies, this was a lot of work but the society pulled through 
and both nights of the performance were amazing. The 
society had four members go on society tour and during 
the year they have had pamper nights to create a closer 
bond with everyone in the group. Next year they hope to 
perform in Manchester at some point and have as much fun 
as they have had this year.

Netball were one of two clubs in Cheshire that still had 
two teams competing in BUCS leagues. Both teams put 
100% into every game they played, winning three games 
(including a home win against the Manchester campus 
team). They have decided that next year the two teams will 
merge into one, hoping for success in the league. They have 
regularly competed and put on charity events throughout 
the year, which has raised a total £1,365.88 for their charity 
CRY. These events have included the netball tournament, 
Man vs Food, 12-hour netball-a-thon, two bake sales and 
All Star Family Fortunes. These events have added huge 
vibrancy to the campus and the girls have done an amazing 
job organising them. We hope to see your off-field success 
match your on-field success next year in the final year of 
netball.

Open Mic originally started this year as just a group of 
students until they reaccredited themselves to become a 
society. They have been amazing, providing a platform for 
students to perform or just get away from the pressures 
of university work. They hosted nights in the Student Zone 
twice a month that were very successful. From the society, 
performers and groups have formed – Unscripted was 
one of these bands, which included four of the society’s 
members. They represented the society at MMU’s Got Talent 
and the campus in Manchester at Election Results night. The 
society have taken part in many events in Cheshire this year 
too.  They end the year on a high note, with many people 
feeling more confident to perform and many friendships 
formed.

Plant Club are our newest society this year, taking over 
and renaming the Sustainability and Growth Society 
with a catchier and more upbeat name. The group have 
spent time preparing to fully launch in the new academic 
year; however, they have competed in a few student-led 
events, coming third in CrewePaul’s Drag Race, and have 
supported other events that have gone on this year. Next 
year they have loads of plans from charity fundraising 
for environmental charities to trips to many different 
environmental locations, with the big goal being visiting the 
Eden Project.

Pole Fitness have had a consistent group of members 
attend their sessions all year. As a society, they have taken 
part in the majority of the charity events that have occurred 
on campus this year. The society took part in the Showcase 
and held taster sessions at the start of the year for people 
to try something brand new (trust me, it’s harder than it 
looks). They are always one of the first to lend their support 
to others, again showing the Cheshire family spirit that 
we pride ourselves on so much here. After contacting the 

Manchester society, the team hope to meet up with them 
and join them next year to host joint sessions and create a 
partnership between the two societies for more inclusive 
and open training sessions.

The Rugby team have not played in BUCS this year and 
so decided to become more of a social club. As a result, 
they have attracted more members, making the club 
more inclusive than previous years. Rugby have been the 
most active club concerning off campus fundraising and 
volunteering this year. They took part in a Remembrance 
Day March where they laid a wreath on behalf of the 
University and another on behalf of The Union at Crewe 
cenotaph. They took part in a collection for Macmillan at 
a super league rugby club raising around £500 to support 
cancer patients. They have run their own socials this year 
themed around Harry Potter and included many other 
societies and individuals in these, providing an opportunity 
for the lads left to still come together and have fun.

Swimming and Water Polo started the year as a Cheshire 
team, but struggled with numbers. They took the decision 
to merge the club with Manchester, so the girls could still 
play competitively. The merge seemed to work well, with 
the Cheshire students all playing a vital part in the team’s 
unbeaten season with huge wins, including a 22-8 victory 
in the cup final over the University of Sheffield. The club 
have participated in as many student-led events as possible, 
and were one of only two Cheshire teams that went on the 
sports tour this year. Next year they hope to set up good 
relationships with the Crewe flyers swimming club and 
Stafford Water Polo team to ensure that students can swim 
and play Water Polo next year.

Volleyball came out of their shell this year. They have 
hosted regular training sessions with an increased number 
of people turning up to these compared to last year, 
leading to the club doubling in size. Both the men’s and 
women’s teams have competed in BUCS leagues and the 
Merseyside league throughout the year, with the men’s 
team winning seven games and the women’s team winning 
three. Many of the team also represented Manchester Met 
at Varsity this year against Leeds Beckett University. This 
was possible due to the close relationship the team have 
made with the volleyball teams in Manchester, leading to 
the teams spending most of their time together on sports 
tour. Next year the club hope to still have male and female 
representation for volleyball on the Cheshire campus, and 
carry on the positive vibe they have had as a club this year!

Cheshire, you have done so much this year and I feel so 
proud of all of you. Without our sports clubs and societies, 
our campus would never have been as vibrant as it has 
been this year. Every time I have seen you, you have had 
a smile on your face and a tale to tell. Trust me, this is not 
the easiest job in the world, but working with you lot has 
made it the most enjoyable. Honestly, I feel honoured and 
humble to have represented you this year, and cannot wait 
to represent you again next year. I will finish as I always 
have done.

Much love, Andy   x 
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Honorary President
Mr John Needham

Honorary Vice-President
Emeritus Professor Les Burwitz

Honorary Life Members
Mr Steve Backley MBE
Mr Neil Booth
Mr Neil Roach
Mr Peter Lee
Mr Keith Johnstone

ATHLETIC UNION

SPORT AWARDS
SPORT COLOURS 
Exceptional commitment 
to the Athletic Union

Aiden Buffey
Ana Pal
Ashley Fulton
Cleve Charles
Jack Gallimore 

Jim Creighton 
Nial McCann
Nick Hind 
Toby Russel-Vick

SPORT SPECIAL 
AWARDS 

The Matthew Lewis-Jones 
Trophy for Most Improved 
Team/Club
Cheerleading

Team of the Year
Men’s Basketball 

Professor Les Burwitz Trophy 
for Club of the Year
Netball

Sport Person of the Year
Cleve Charles

Sport Personality of the Year
Kimberley Archer

Ashley Fulton Football Womens Jim Creighton Rugby Mens

Aidan Buffey Basketball Mens
Maxwell Marrison-

Clements
Rugby Mens

Josephine Pilkington Hockey Womens George Colebourne Rugby Mens

Marianne Hunter Hockey Womens Toby Russel-Vick Rugby Mens

EJ Macleod Hockey Womens Lauren Sykes Swimming & Waterpolo

Shannon O'hara Netball Holly Bardwell Swimming and Waterpolo

Lizzie Murphy Netball George Colebourne Rugby Mens

Emily Thomas Netball Zoë Dargie Cheerleading

Saskia Cox Netball Max Clements Rugby Mens

Lucie Brown Netball George Colebourne Rugby Mens

CLUB COLOURS
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